FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Latin American artists hit Hong Kong during Art Basel Week, kicking off with the
opening of Mexican Carlos Aguirre’s exhibition during HK Art Gallery Night

“Outside the Lines”
Carlos Aguirre
13 May – 10 June 2014
(Hong Kong, 13 May) As part of its Art Basel week and Hong Kong Art Gallery Night
programme, Puerta Roja is proud to present “Outside the Lines”, the first exhibition in
Asia by Carlos Aguirre, one of the most regarded precursors of conceptual art in
Mexico.
Since the 1970s, installation art and experimentation with different materials have been
a constant priority. He devoted many years to the artistic reinterpretation of everyday
language, exploring and evidencing its ambiguities. He has amassed an enormous
collection of printed material, which he feeds into beautifully conceived objects and
installations that showcase his early formation as a designer.
Aguirre experiments continuously with different techniques: photography, digital
manipulation and traditional media. Through the use of technology, he objectivises
deeper meanings. The juxtaposition of press texts, especially in the discourse of different
social, political and religious groups, turns him into a social activist more than an artist.
More recently, the artist is working with complex installations which include digital
resolutions and experimentation with lighting; a vast series in process titled “Islands” that
coincides with his core project: language. During his daily walks, he looks for
unexpected forms and lines created by inadvertent public spaces. He photographs
cracks in walls, branches of urban trees, spaces between buildings. He then turns them
into digital prints of invented geographic islands and oceans. Names of cities and
towns, phrases, euphemisms and slang from his text collection appear. The words,
primarily from national newspapers and the New York Times are meticulously recorded
in notebooks that the artist treasures. Aguirre brings together text and lines, order and
chaos into an innovative idea of design and art.
Aguirre has represented Mexico in various Biennales including Paris, Sao Paulo and
Havana. He has held the prestigious Guggenheim Fellowship since 1994 and is currently
a member of the National System of Creators of the Fondo Nacional para la Cultura y
las Artes (FONCA, Mexico). He has worked extensively in solo projects for some of the
most prestigious contemporary art museums in Mexico, including MAM (Museum of
Modern Art), MUAC (Contemporary Art National University Museum), Carrillo Gil
Contemporary Art Museum, Siqueiros Public Exhibition Hall and the Museo del Chopo,
as well as the National School of Fine Arts.
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Exhibition

“Outside the Lines”

Opening Night

Tuesday, 13th May, 6pm – 10:30 pm with the artist present
as part of Art Gallery Night by the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association

Exhibition date

13th May – 10 June 2014
11am-7pm, Tuesday-Saturday. Extended hours by appointment

Location

Puerta Roja, 15-17 New Street, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong
上環 新街15-17 號 偉裕樓 地下 A室

Media Contacts

For more information, please contact info@puerta-roja.com (+852)
2803 0332

Selected Exhibition Works
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About the Gallery: Puerta Roja
Puerta Roja was founded by Adriana Alvarez-Nichol in 2010 and opened the doors to its
art space in 2011 in Sheung Wan, Hong Kong’s most exciting and dynamic art district.
Since then, the gallery has introduced Latin art through high quality exhibitions,
educational talks about the history of the art market and the presence of Latin
American art in the global art scene both in its own space as well as a number of art
and business forums.
Puerta Roja operates in a welcoming and ‘open house’ approach in order to invite
collectors and those new to art to access the broad range of talented Latin artists.
Exhibitions are held in but not limited to its own space and are accompanied by
intimate gatherings that allow people to enjoy and learn about different types of art.
Puerta Roja works with a selected number of partners including renowned galleries from
Latin America, Asia and Europe, independent art exhibition venues, innovative art fairs,
a network of international art dealers, and non-profit art organisations. The gallery invest
in the primary market, arranges for commissions, sources specific mandates, and
intermediates in the secondary market, primarily between Asian and Latin American
private collectors.
Puerta Roja is a founding Board member of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association.

About Puerta Roja’s Founder: Adriana Alvarez-Nichol
Adriana Alvarez-Nichol is the first art dealer in Hong Kong dedicated to Latin American
art in Asia Pacific and Vice-President to the Board of the Hong Kong Art Gallery
Association.
Born in Mexico, but having spent her working life in London and around the world,
Adriana has always been passionate about the artists of her homeland. Throughout the
years she developed a deep interest and knowledge in Latin American art, promoted
Mexican art, and acted as an intermediary on behalf of European collectors and artists.
Realising the limited exposure to Latin American art in Asia, she relocated to Hong Kong
in 2010 and founded Puerta Roja. Since then, Adriana has been part of HK's evolution
into one of the largest art markets in the world. As both new and established collectors
look for higher quality art and diversification, Adriana is opening the door to Latin
American and Spanish art. A vibrant, mature and rich art scene.
Testament to the impact she has had, are her efforts to join forces with other galleries to
form the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association. As Vice-President of the founding Board,
one of her primary objectives is to foster best practice, share knowledge and identify
cooperation initiatives amongst members.
Prior to becoming an art dealer, her long career in investment and private banking
took her to Europe, Asia Pacific, USA, Africa and the Middle East. Her achievements
culminated in being chosen one of the “Top Ten Most Powerful Mexican Women
Abroad” by CNN. Adriana is an Economist and holds an MBA from the London Business
School. She was also a recipient of the prestigious British Chevening Scholarship.
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