
Micrographia  
Maria Garcia-Ibáñez
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Micrographia is the new exhibition of María García-Ibáñez’s latest works and the first collaboration
between Puerta Roja and The Cat Street Gallery in Hong Kong.

García-Ibáñez, a highly sought after Spanish young artist currently working in Mexico, already has
works in international institutions and private collections alike, and is returning to Hong Kong for her
second solo exhibition in Asia. With her career on a stratospheric trajectory, García-Ibáñez latest
body of work is a truly exciting early look at a star on the rise. 

Micrographia takes  its  name  from  the  1665  book  by  scientist  and  artist,  Robert  Hooke.  A
compilation of his own illustrations of some of the first microscopic observations of natural elements
such as  snow,  ice and fossils  brought a wealth  of  scientific  data but  also opened a fantastic
miniature world to the public. Its magnificent illustrations were far more than careful observations,
this book was one of the first fruits of science to strike deep into the non-scientific imagination of the
public.  With  a  deep  sense  of  how  science,  philosophy  and  the  arts  can  converge,  Hooke
revolutionised a new way of "seeing things". 

Image: María García-Ibáñez, Micrographia No.1, hand drawn  laser-cut paper, approx. 90 x 150cm, 2012
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Through her elegant drawings on paper and ceramic sculptures, Maria searches, as Hooke did, a
different  perspective  in  the  understanding  of  our  environment,  of  "seeing"  the  elements  and
structures  that surround us  through a different light,  and in this  journey revelling their  otherwise
hidden beauty.  Drawings and tri-dimensional forms, maquetes, membranes, all represent structures
that both multiply and are dissected through the microscope of their own graphic language and
defy our perception of scale and matter.

Adriana Alvarez-Nichol, founder of Puerta Roja, commented on this first collaborative show 
between the two Sheung Wan-based galleries, which are also two of the first founding members of 
the newly formed Hong Kong Art Gallery Association:  “It’s wonderful that two galleries can come 
together over a shared belief in championing emerging artists and really do the works justice. These
kind of collaborations can only make for a more vibrant local art scene.”

Mandy d’Abo, director of The Cat Street Gallery also commented:
“Traditionally we’ve focused on Australian art but over the years I’ve been fortunate enough to 
expand this brief to include emerging artists from all over the world. We’re so excited to be working 
with Puerta Roja and with Maria, she’s a very special talent.”

María García-Ibáñez art displays a simplicity of lines, purity and elegance that almost betrays the
deep discourse and moral dilemmas that are embodied in her work. Fascinated with anatomical
constructions and organic forms she buries herself deeply in understanding underlying structures,
cells, bones, tissue, veins, anatomical and geographical maps.  She questions them, dissects them
and then reconstructs their essence and layers with a deeply feminine aesthetic style.

Maria's works reflect a marriage, a reconciliation between science and aesthetics, contemporary
digital  techniques and traditional  craftsmanship, the views of the old and the 'new' worlds, the
anatomical construction of the human body and its soul, feminine strength and vulnerability. 

María has participated in a number of cultural projects and has held solo and group exhibitions
primarily in  Spain and Latin America. As a young artist,  she has been recognised and broadly
supported with several  scholarships  and grants,  including the residence grant for  creators  from
Ibero-America supported by the main Cultural Councils and Foreign Affairs ministries of Spain and
Mexico.  Micrographia  has  been  supported  with  a  production  grant  from  the  Government  of
Oaxaca, Mexico where Maria currently resides.

-ENDS-

Micrographia will be exhibited concurrently at:

Puerta Roja, Private Latin Art Space, 15 New Street, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong
T: +852 2803 0332      F: +852 2522 9016 www.puerta-roja.com

And at:

The Cat Street Gallery, 222 Hollywood Road, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong
T: +852 2291 0006      F: +852 2544 6110     www.thecatstreetgallery.com

For further press enquiries, to request high resolution images or to arrange interviews with the artist 
please contact Emma French e: emma@thespace.hk, t: 852 9180 77
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