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A Mexican celebration of Mexico’s Independence Day

through the eyes of contemporary art

Independence: The Cry of Dolores

11 September – 1 November 2014

(Hong Kong, 11 September) As part of the Anniversary of Mexican Independence Day and
with the support from the Consulate General of Mexico in Hong Kong & Macau, Puerta Roja is
proud  to  present   “Independence: The  Cry  of  Dolores”, a  curated  collective  exhibition
exploring Mexico’s rich cultural and political history through the eyes of contemporary art.

Since its establishment in 2010, Puerta Roja has remained the first and only art gallery in Hong
Kong to promote emerging and established contemporary artists  from Latin America and
Spain in Asia. This September, Puerta Roja celebrates its Mexican artists with a visual journey of
heritage, conflict, renewal and its future cultural identity.

Independence: The  Cry  of  Dolores takes  on  a  story-telling  approach  to  explore  and
understand  the  history  and  culture  of  Mexico.  The  country’s  struggle  to  achieve
independence on 16 September, 1810 and the years that followed have played a crucial
role in the formation of Mexico. This thread has continued through the country’s narrative to
the modern age and remains prominently visible in the works that its artists create. 

The title of the exhibition calls back to the moment when Mexico began its transition from the
colonial into the modern era in the town of Dolores where people were called to fight for
their independence from Spanish rule. Puerta Roja has centred its exhibition around this point
and chosen to explore the indigenous traditions and colonial  imprint that came before it,
alongside the conflict as well as the rebirth Mexico would experience afterwards.

Artist, Adelia Sayeg’s reaches back to the early native cultures using antique Mayan motifs.
These tranquil  pieces stand in contrast to the theme of struggle, explored by artist, Hector
Velazquez  and  Fernanda  Brunet.  However,  conflict  has  not  been  all  that  has  affected
Mexico’s evolution. The hope of renewal is explored by artist Mauricio Cervantes using mixed
media, illustrating the building blocks for an awakening modern Mexico.

Mexico’s  culture  is  hailed  as  being  sin  fronteras;  “without  borders”.  Armando  Miguelez
Giambruno  and Carlos  Aguirre  display  works  that  capture  this  global  reach.  Giambruno
explores modern national borders across the Americas and which started with the Mexican
independence  movement.  Aguirre  takes  contemporary  Mexican  art  into  the  present  by
analysing its new positioning in the global arena and contemporary shared conflicts.

From  past  to  present,  Mexico  has  witnessed  a  complex  and  multi-faceted  history.  This
exhibition highlights the common themes, threads and stories that are multigenerational and
crucial towards forming the basis of Mexico’s culture and traditions. Each artist takes on a
distinct approach: some solemnly, others rebellious and subversive, resulting in a diverse and
comprehensive look at the issues that have shaped Mexico into what it is today. 
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The Consulate General of Mexico in Hong Kong & Macau will be exhibiting Mexican artist,
Adelia  Sayeg,  “Xquenda’s  New Fire”  from the 17  September  to  the 15  October  at  25/F,
Caroline Centre, 28 Yun Ping Road,  Causeway Bay.  

Exhibition Independence: The Cry of Dolores

Opening Night Thursday, 11 September 2014, 7pm – 9:30 pm

 

Exhibition date 11 September – 1 November 2014

11am-7pm, Tuesday-Saturday. Extended hours by appointment

Location Puerta Roja, 15-17 New Street, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

上環  新街 15-17 號 偉裕樓 地下  A室

Media Contacts For more information, please contact info@puerta-roja.com 

(+852) 2803 0332 

2

mailto:info@puerta-roja.com


About the Gallery: Puerta Roja 

Founded in 2010 by Adriana Alvarez-Nichol, Puerta Roja opened its art space a year later in
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong’s most exciting and dynamic art district. Since then, the gallery has
introduced Latin art through high quality exhibitions, educational talks about the history of the
art market and the presence of Latin American art in the global art scene, both in its own
space as well as a number of art and business forums. Puerta Roja takes a welcoming, ‘open
house’  approach  to  introduce  aspiring  and  seasoned  collectors  to  the  broad  range  of
talented Latin artists. Puerta Roja is a founding Board member of the Hong Kong Art Gallery
Association (HKAGA).

Adriana Alvarez-Nichol is the first art dealer in Hong Kong dedicated to Latin American art in
Asia Pacific and Vice-President to the Board of the HKAGA. Born in Mexico, but having spent
her working life in London and around the world, Adriana has always been passionate about
the artists of her homeland. As both new and established collectors look for higher quality art
and greater diversification, Adriana is opening the door to Latin American and Spanish art. 

Under her guidance, Puerta Roja collaborates with a wide network of renowned galleries
from Latin America, Asia and Europe, independent art exhibition venues, innovative art fairs,
international  art dealers and non-profit  art organisations. The gallery invests in the primary
market,  arranges  for  commissions,  sources  specific  mandates  and  intermediates  in  the
secondary market, primarily between Asian and Latin American private collectors. 

Prior to becoming an art dealer, Adriana’s long career in investment and private banking
took her to Europe, Asia Pacific, USA, Africa and the Middle East. Adriana is an Economist and
holds an MBA from the London Business School. She was also a recipient of the prestigious
British Chevening Scholarship and  named as one of the “Top Ten Most Powerful  Mexican
Women Abroad” by CNN. Adriana is an Economist from ITAM and holds an MBA from the
London Business School.
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