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Under Construction: New Itinerary
Le French May, 2014

Hong Kong, 24 April) Puerta Roja is proud to present Under Construction:
New Itinerary by visual artist Maria Isabel Parra. This unprecedented show
highlights the complex cultural exchange and global interconnections of
Hong Kong’s buoyant international and diverse art scene.  The exhibition
showcases the Colombian/French artist’s multimedia project which was
fully inspired by local social concerns, and is presented as an Associated
Project  to  Le  French  May  by  Puerta  Roja,  Hong  Kong’s  only  gallery
specialised in Latin American and Spanish art.  

Maria Isabel,  a  Hong Kong local  since 2002,  explores  the  relationship
between individuals and society in Chinese culture through the use of
bamboo plants - a symbol of wisdom, strength, and a personification of
simplicity and humility in Chinese culture. 

The exhibition features  multimedia works  combining sculptural  objects,
photography and public interventions. A trolley with bamboo plants, is
pushed through Hong Kong’s most consumerist districts, from Mongkok to
Causeway  Bay;  surprising  and  confusing  at  first,  but  also  inviting  the
public to reflect on the constantly changing values in modern society
through  interactions  and  play  of  forms.  The  trolley,  another  central
element of the works, is used symbolically to represent today’s consumer
culture. The intended contrast and contradiction as Maria Isabel pushes
her trolley of bamboos through the busiest streets of Hong Kong give rise
to  a  sudden  awareness  in  a  constantly  preoccupied  society,
encouraging public interaction and individual contemplation. 

The opening of  the exhibition will  feature  a live re-enacting by Maria
Isabel. Starting at the Hang Hou MTR Station at 5:30pm, the artist will take
the trolley of bamboos on the MTR to Central Station. The trolley will be
pushed through the busiest streets  of Central  and Sheung Wan until  it
arrives Puerta Roja, the final destination at 7:30pm.

Under Construction: New Itinerary is not a denunciation, it is an allegory
of hope, call to resist, to alert humanity, which is sometimes lacking.

Puerta Roja |15 -17 New Street |Sheung Wan | info@puerta-roja.com | +852 2803 0332
© Copyright 2014 by Adriana Alvarez-Nichol. All rights reserved by Puerta Roja Limited. Hong Kong.



 (

Exhibition Under Construction: New Itinerary 

Curator Adriana Alvarez-Nichol, founder of Puerta Roja Gallery

Opening Night Thursday, 24th April 7pm 

Exhibition date 24th April – 7th May 2014. 11am-7pm, Tuesday- Saturday 
and extended hours by appointment

Location Puerta Roja, 15-17 New Street, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

Media Contacts  For more information, please contact Puerta Roja at 
 (+852)  2803 0332 info@puerta-roja.com

Selected Exhibition Works
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About the Gallery: Puerta Roja

Puerta Roja was founded by Adriana Alvarez-Nichol in 2010 and opened the doors to its
art space in 2011 in Sheung Wan, Hong Kong’s most exciting and dynamic art district.
Since  then,  the  gallery  has  introduced  Latin  art  through  high  quality  exhibitions,
educational  talks  about  the  history  of  the  art  market  and  the  presence  of  Latin
American art in the global art scene both in its own space as well as a number of art
and business forums.
Puerta Roja operates in a welcoming and ‘open house’ approach in order to invite
collectors  and those new to art to access the broad range of talented Latin artists.
Exhibitions  are  held  in  but  not  limited  to  its  own space and are  accompanied  by
intimate gatherings that allow people to enjoy and learn about different types of art. 
Puerta Roja works with a selected number of partners including renowned galleries from
Latin America, Asia and Europe, independent art exhibition venues, innovative art fairs,
a network of international art dealers, and non-profit art organisations. The gallery invest
in  the  primary  market,  arranges  for  commissions,  sources  specific  mandates,  and
intermediates in the secondary market, primarily between Asian and Latin American
private collectors. 
Puerta Roja is a founding Board member of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association.

About Puerta Roja’s Founder: Adriana Alvarez-Nichol

Adriana Alvarez-Nichol is the first art dealer in Hong Kong dedicated to Latin American
art  in  Asia  Pacific  and  Vice-President  to  the  Board  of  the  Hong  Kong  Art  Gallery
Association.
Born  in Mexico,  but having spent her  working life in London and around the world,
Adriana has always been passionate about the artists of her homeland. Throughout the
years she developed a deep interest and knowledge in Latin American art, promoted
Mexican art, and acted as an intermediary on behalf of European collectors and artists.
Realising the limited exposure to Latin American art in Asia, she relocated to Hong Kong
in 2010 and founded Puerta Roja. Since then, Adriana has been part of HK's evolution
into one of the largest art markets in the world.  As both new and established collectors
look  for  higher  quality  art  and diversification,  Adriana  is  opening  the  door  to  Latin
American art. A vibrant, mature and rich art scene.
Testament to the impact she has had, are her efforts to join forces with other galleries to
form the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association. As Vice-President of the founding Board,
one of her primary objectives is to foster best practice, share knowledge and identify
cooperation initiatives amongst members.
Prior to becoming an art dealer, her long career in investment and private banking
took her to Europe, Asia Pacific, USA, Africa and the Middle East.  Her achievements
culminated  in  being  chosen  one  of  the  “Top  Ten  Most  Powerful  Mexican  Women
Abroad” by CNN. Adriana is an Economist and holds an MBA from the London Business
School. She was also a recipient of the prestigious British Chevening Scholarship.
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