FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

“Third Space” brings together seminal works from private collections by LatinAmerican modern masters David Alfaro Siqueiros and Roberto Matta with powerful
works by emerging and established contemporary artists
(Hong Kong, 26 August 2015) Puerta Roja is proud to announce “Third Space”, an exhibition
proposing a space beyond geographical location and conceptual categorization, a space
open to equal dialogues between polarities, a space dedicated to the merging of existing
forms in the search of something new.
‘Third Space Theory’ is a postcolonial analysis of cultural identity. A term coined by Hommi
Bahbah, it describes the intersecting space between one and another: “It is in this space
where we find those words with which we can speak of Ourselves as Others. And by exploring
this hybridity, this ‘Third Space’, we may elude the politics of polarity and emerge as the
others of ourselves” 1. In the contemporary climate of globalization our cultural, political and
economic landscape has rapidly transformed. We no longer live in independent social
systems; instead we enter a world of complex connectivity. In the search for seeing our time
we must look through subjective eyes at the void between. Our voyage ventures into a vast
field of negotiation, where the only path past conflict is in the never-ending quest for
balance.
The exhibition not only searches for in-depth dialogue between past and present, regional
cultures and artistic practices; it looks beyond by presenting, concurrently, works by Latin
American modern masters from private collections alongside contemporary artists.
Highlights of the exhibition include works by Chilean master Roberto Matta and Mexican
muralist David Alfaro Siqueiros.
Matta is a historical figure in 20th century Abstract
Expressionism and Surrealism movements. The exhibition presents works from the series Droites
Libérées, great examples of the artist’s exploration of the subconscious mind through a
language of abstract forms and constantly evolving, multi-dimensional spaces. Made in 1971,
the works belong to the artist’s exploration later in his career of different artistic techniques
including print making.
David Alfaro Siqueiros is known as one of the founders of Mexican Muralism and a precursor
of Abstract Expressionism. Beyond his impressive murals, Siqueiros supported and assisted the
movement of contemporary social and political ideals through the production of graphic
work. La Femme qui Marche is, however, an unusual work of his latter career. It was made
especially for Gerard Cramer, a renowned art dealer and publisher of illustrated books and
print editions by artists like Braque, Chagall and Henry Moore. This edition was published as
part of Trente ans d'Activité, a celebration of the dealer’s 30 years in the art world. The edition
included 11 of the most influential artists of the time that worked with the famous Swiss dealer.
The Siqueiros print originally accompanied works by Matisse, Miró, Picasso and Zao Wou-Ki
amongst others.
The exhibition will also feature works by contemporary artists such as Roberto Cortázar, Carlos
Aguirre, Carmen Parra, Mauricio Garrido and Emilano Gironella. These artists from 3 different
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generations tirelessly investigate the territory between old and new, the figurative and the
abstract; the local and the global. They encourage us to step outside our cultural position
and view “Ourselves as Others”.
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‘Third Space’
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189 Queens Road West, Sai Ying Pun, Hong Kong

2

Media

For more information, please contact info@puerta-roja.com

Contacts

(+852) 2803 0332

about roberto matta (1911-2002)
Roberto Matta is a historical figure in 20th century abstract expressionism and surrealism. Born
in Santiago, Chile. He graduated as an Architect in 1931 and soon moved to France where
initially worked in the workshop of Le Corbusier. He travelled throughout Europe and became
friends with Magritte, Dali, Breton and others.
The artist became an internationally recognised figure by the 1950s. Opposed to being
categorised as a “Latin-American” artist, his worldview represented a synthesis of European,
American, and Latin-American cultures. Matta is considered one of the great Surrealists and
is widely acclaimed for his critical—and catalytic—influence on the development of Abstract
Expressionism and on his contemporaries, including Jackson Pollock, Arshile Gorky, Mark
Rothko and Robert Motherwell. Matta broke with both Surrealist and Abstract Expressionism
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groups to pursue a highly personal artistic vision. His mature works blended abstraction,
figuration, and multi-dimensional spaces into complex, cosmic landscapes.
Matta was the subject of several significant exhibitions in the latter half of his career. Most
notably, he received retrospective shows at the Museum of Modern Art in New York in 1957,
the National Gallery in Berlin in 1970, and the Pompidou Center in Paris in 1985. During these
years, Matta broadened the scope of his artistic practice. He began adding clay to some of
his paintings in the early 1960s, and over the next thirty years experimented extensively with
printmaking, tapestry, ceramics, furniture making, and sculpture.
In his last years, Matta split his time between France, England, and Italy, where he operated a
studio, gallery, and pottery school. He continued to travel, work, and engage with
contemporary political concerns until his death in Italy, in 2002.

about david alfaro siqueiros (1896-1974)
Of Los tres grandes (The Big Three) Mexican muralists, Siqueiros was the youngest and the
most politically radical. One of the most influential artists of the 20th century, his artistic career
was repeatedly interrupted by his fervent political activity and frequent imprisonment. He
fought in the revolutionary army during the Mexican Revolution (1910–20), in the 1920s he
organized a mineworkers union, in late 1936 he joined the republicans to fight against fascist
forces in the Spanish Civil War (1936–39).
Siqueiros was passionately committed to technical innovation. He believed that revolutionary
art called for revolutionary techniques and materials and considered the paintbrush "an
implement of hair and wood in an age of steel." He founded the Siqueiros Experimental
Workshop in New York in 1936 and in his manifesto, "A New Direction for the New Generation
of American Painters and Sculptors" he called for a spiritual renewal to simultaneously bring
back the virtues of classical painting while infusing this style with "new values" that
acknowledge the “modern machine” and the “contemporary aspects of daily life”. He
airbrushed paint and used fast-drying commercial lacquer. In his studio, artists poured it,
dripped it, splattered it, and hurled it. Siqueiros's radical experiments proved influential for
Abstract Expressionist artist Jackson Pollock, in particular, who was a member of the
Workshop.
Known primarily for his monumental works of public art, Siqueiros in fact produced a number
of lithographs, woodcuts, silkscreens, and mono-prints. He saw in printmaking the same
capacity for revolutionary art as he did in muralism.
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about the gallery: Puerta Roja
Since it’s foundation in 2010 by Adriana Alvarez-Nichol, Puerta Roja has pioneered the
promotion of established and emerging contemporary artists as the only gallery to
specialise in Latin American and Spanish art in the region. Located in Hong Kong’s most
up and coming art district, SOHO 189 Art Lane, Puerta Roja prides itself on having both a
strong influence in the development of the local contemporary art scene as well as a
growing footprint across Asia-Pacific.
Adriana Alvarez-Nichol is the first art dealer in Hong Kong dedicated to Latin American
art in Asia Pacific and Vice-President to the Board of the HKAGA. Born in Mexico, but
having spent her working life in London and around the world, Adriana has always been
passionate about the artists of her homeland. As both new and established collectors
look for higher quality art and greater diversification, Adriana is opening the door to Latin
American and Spanish art.
Under her guidance, Puerta Roja collaborates with a wide network of renowned galleries
from Latin America, Asia and Europe, independent art exhibition venues, innovative art
fairs, international art dealers and non-profit art organisations. The gallery invests in the
primary market, arranges for commissions, sources specific mandates and intermediates
in the secondary market, primarily between Asian and Latin American private collectors.
Prior to becoming an art dealer, Adriana’s long career in investment and private banking
took her to Europe, Asia Pacific, USA, Africa and the Middle East. Adriana is an Economist
from ITAM and holds an MBA from the London Business School. She was also a recipient
of the prestigious British Chevening Scholarship and named as one of the “Top Ten Most
Powerful Mexican Women Abroad” by CNN.
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