FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

GEOMETRIC ABSTRACTION
5 . 11 – 20 . 12
(Hong Kong, 15 October 2015) Puerta Roja is proud to present for the first time in Asia the
work of Mariano Ferrante, one of the most dynamic and innovative young successors of a
long tradition of geometric abstract masters from South America. The exhibition
“Geometric Abstraction” opens November 5th during ‘Art Lates SOHO 189’ as part of the
Hong Kong Art Gallery Association’s, Art Gallery Week 2015 programme. The opening will
host a live Argentinean tango concert by renowned tenor, Diego Edelberg as part of the
Argentinean Festival 2015 with the artist present.
Since the 1930s, diverse currents of geometric abstraction developed by artists, particularly
from
Argentina
and
Venezuela,
were
at
the
forefront
of
international
trends. Uninterrupted by the horrors of the Wars in Europe these artistic expressions
blossomed in South America. Fuelled by optimism and idealist notions of progress, artists
looked to change the world through reason and order. Inspired by science and
mathematics, artists developed their own visual expression for their vision of the
future. Constructivism, Geometric Abstraction, and eventually Kinetic and Optical Art
would flourish as home grown expressions of a universal language. With their shaped
canvases, mobile sculptures and manifestos, these artists hoped to lead the way towards
an entirely new and better society.
During the 1950s and 1960s several Argentine artists further explored the phenomenon of
human perception through colour and motion. These included Luis Tomasello, Cesart
Paternosto, Rogelio Polesello, Julio Le Parc and Eduardo McEntyre. They placed the eye of
the beholder at the centre of their work, the movement of the work was not inherent but
dependent on the viewer, like a dance between two partners. Their intense use of colour
and changing patterns gave their creations an almost sonorous vibrancy that could not
be ignored.
Mariano Ferrante is not only a worthy contemporary descendant of such a strong legacy
but as his predecessors at the time, a spear-header that looks towards the future. His works
exude an energy and optimism that are as relevant and necessary today as they were
almost one century ago. However, Ferrante builds upon these ideas and brings something
new, fresh and relevant to our society today. In his work, technical ability and conceptual
discourse marry seamlessly. Under the beautifully constructed surfaces underlies a current
of irregularities, controlled accidents that make the composition alive, personal, human.
He creates mathematical structures with rules, only to break them in the smallest corners of
his multichromatic canvases. He creates the illusion of repetition, when in reality every line
and every stroke is different from the previous one. In short, Ferrante looks at the past, only
to immediately turn its back to it. He invites us to face an optimistic whilst imperfect future.
A future where science continues to bring progress, but where human sensibility and
imperfection make it vibrant.
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Exhibition

Geometric Abstraction

Opening Night

6-10:00pm: Thursday November 5th with the artist present
8-8:30pm: Live Argentinean Tango by renowned tenor, Diego Edelberg

Exhibition Date

5 November – 30 December 2015

Location

Puerta Roja
1/F SOHO 189 Art Lane,
189 Queens Road West, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

Media

For more information, please contact info@puerta-roja.com

Contacts

(+852) 2803 0332

With the kind support of:

As Part of:
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about mariano ferrante (b. 1974, Argentina)
Mariano Ferrante is one of the most dynamic and innovative young successors of a long
tradition of geometric abstract masters from South America. Since the 1930s, geometric
abstraction currents developed by artists, particularly from Argentina and Venezuela,
were at the forefront of international trends. Fuelled by optimism and idealist notions of
progress, artists looked to change the world through reason and order. Inspired by
science and mathematics, artists developed their own visual expression for their vision of
the future.
Ferrante is not only a worthy contemporary descendant of such a strong legacy but, as
his predecessors at the time, a spearheader that looks towards the future. His works
exude an energy and optimism that are as relevant and necessary today as they were
almost one century ago. However, Ferrante builds upon these ideas and brings
something new, fresh and relevant to our society today. In his work, technical ability and
conceptual discourse marry seamlessly. Under the beautifully constructed surfaces,
underlies a current of irregularities, controlled accidents that make the composition alive,
personal, human. He creates mathematical structures with rules, only to break them in
the smallest corners of his multichromatic canvases and installations. He creates the
illusion of repetition, when in reality every line and every stroke is different from the
previous one. In short, Ferrante looks at the past, only to immediately turn its back to it. He
invites us to face an optimistic whilst imperfect future. A future where science continues
to bring progress, but where human sensibility and imperfection make it vibrant.
A self-taught artist since he was 10 years old, Ferrante studied mathematics, science,
architecture and design in Mar del Plata, Argentina. In 2001, he would commit himself to
his artistic production and start exhibiting his works after one year of studies in Spain. By
2009 and with several individual and collective shows -including the Museum of
Contemporary Art and the Museum of Modern Art in Buenos Aires- he was awarded with
a creators grant by the Metropolitan Foundation for Culture, Arts and Science in
Argentina. In 2010, he created several public installations for landmark buildings in
Argentina. In 2012 he would start exhibiting internationally at Pinta, Miami and in New
York. The British Council has recently invited him to represent Argentina in the project
“Rivers of the World”. Mariano Ferrante is represented by Puerta Roja in Asia, with his first
solo exhibition in Hong Kong

about the gallery: Puerta Roja
Since it’s foundation in 2010 by Adriana Alvarez-Nichol, Puerta Roja has pioneered the
promotion of established and emerging contemporary artists as the only gallery to
specialise in Latin American and Spanish art in the region. Located in Hong Kong’s most
up and coming art enclave, SOHO 189 Art Lane, Puerta Roja prides itself on having both
a strong influence in the development of the local contemporary art scene as well as a
growing footprint across Asia-Pacific.
Adriana Alvarez-Nichol is the first art dealer in Hong Kong dedicated to Latin American
art in Asia Pacific and Vice-President to the Board of the Hong Kong Art Gallery
Association. Born in Mexico, but having spent her working life in London and around the
world, Adriana has always been passionate about the artists of her homeland. As both
new and established collectors look for higher quality art and greater diversification,
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Adriana is opening the door to Latin American and Spanish art in Asia Pacific.
Under her guidance, Puerta Roja collaborates with a wide network of renowned galleries
and art organizations from Latin America, Asia and Europe, and participates in the top
international art fairs in Hong Kong, Indonesia, Taiwan, Sydney and Korea. The gallery
invests in the primary market, arranges for commissions, sources specific mandates and
intermediates in the secondary market, primarily between Asian and Latin American
private collectors.
Prior to becoming an art dealer, Adriana’s long career in investment and private banking
took her to Europe, Asia Pacific, USA, Africa and the Middle East. Adriana is an Economist
from ITAM and holds an MBA from the London Business School. She was also a recipient
of the prestigious British Chevening Scholarship and named as one of the “Top Ten Most
Powerful Mexican Women Abroad” by CNN.

about Hong Kong Art Gallery Association’s, Art Gallery Week:
Organized by the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, Art Gallery Week is an annual
citywide event dedicated to exploring the diverse and rich gallery culture and art scene
across all of Hong Kong, thanks to the generous support of Bank of China Private Banking
and Hong Kong Arts Development Council. The week takes the Hong Kong art scene to
the next level through a high quality and engaging art events programme including
lecture series, children and student events, live dance and music performances and
neighbourhood days. Art Gallery Week has become the highlight in the Hong Kong fall
art calendar and attracts and engages both members of the general public as well as
collectors from the region. For more information on Art Gallery Week 2015 please visit:
http://www.hk-aga.org/

about the Argentina Festival 2015:
Since 2012, the Consulate General of Argentina in Hong Kong and Macau has been
proudly presenting the Argentina Festival unceasingly. In its fourth year, more cultural
events will be featured to disseminate the Argentine identity into Hong Kong locals! You
will surely love the various activities offered, including tango classes, wine tastings, dining,
Argentina-style barbecue at the beach, as well as film showcase, art exhibition and
music performance. For more information, please refer to the event website:
www.argentinafestival.org.hk
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