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Z H U  Q I  

Puerta Roja is proud to present Zhu Qi , the first solo exhibition of Laurent Martin Lo in
Hong Kong, with a new series of his bamboo artworks inspired by the artist s travels to Hong
Kong and the city s iconic junk boats. Titled Zhu Qi, which is the literal meaning for chi or
energy of bamboo, the exhibition is centered around the theme of wind and sails referring to
Hong Kong s maritime origins and seascapes. Zhu Qi will run from 28 February to 5 May to
initiate the gallery s 2018 programme.
The exhibition displays a brand-new series of works from the artist s Junk series, featuring the
large-scale mobile installation Typhoon as one of the shows highlights. Although from a
Western perspective, the artistic practice of Laurent Martin Lo has developed around
Eastern philosophical and spiritual beliefs he has encountered during his travels across the
Asian continent. Lo interprets the ancient and traditional material of bamboo whilst
alluding to the balance of the four natural elements (earth, wood, fire and air).

The artist s gravity-defying bamboo sculptures swing in the air, drawing curves of harmony like
the gracious strokes of Chinese calligraphy. His creations immerse the viewer in the physical
and sensorial virtues of the organic material, closely bound to the forces of nature. Following
the knots and fibres of the plant, the sculpture is shaped using tension and fishing rods. Like
Calder s mobiles, the pieces follow mathematical laws of movement and balance, where his
manipulation of the bamboo from solid canes to articulating contours creates elegant
mobile sculptures. The result entails not only the bamboo itself, but the intangible hollow
space within as well as the shadows and silhouettes they project. A fragile harmony is
achieved through opposites: flexibility and strength, fullness and void, light and shadow,
movement and quietness.
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Typhoon
Laurent Martin ‘Lo
Weathered bamboo, titan braid thread,
leads and ceramic ball
225 x 210 x 125 cm
260 cm rotation diameter
2017



Typhoon in Puerta Roja. March, 2018.



Junk
Laurent Martin ‘Lo 
Smoked bamboo, titan braid thread,
leads and ceramic ball
135 x 170 x 45 cm
160 cm rotation diameter
2018



Junk in Puerta Roja. March, 2018.



Flying Vessel 01
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Nigra bamboo, titan braid thread, leads and ceramic ball
135 x 60 x 55 cm
88 cm rotation diameter
2018



Flying Vessel 01 in Puerta Roja. March, 2018.



Zhu Qi in Puerta Roja, Laurent Martin’Lo’, 2018



Zhu Qi in Puerta Roja, Laurent Martin’Lo’, 2018Zhu Qi in Puerta Roja, Laurent Martin’Lo’, 2018



Bon Vent 04
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Bamboo, titan braid thread, leads and steel ball
72 x 61 x 10 cm
90 cm rotation diameter
2018



Bon Vent 04 in Puerta Roja. March, 2018.



Breeze
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Bamboo, copper and steel base
90 x 65 x 16 cm
2018





Flying Junk
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Weathered bamboo, steel rings and hooks, titan braid thread, leads and 
ceramic ball
175 x 65 x 50 cm
270 cm rotation diameter
2016



Flying Junk in Puerta Roja. March, 2018.



Bon Vent 05
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Nigra bamboo, titan braid thread, lead and steel base
70 x 40 x 18 cm
90 cm rotation diameter
2018



Zhu Qi in Puerta Roja, Laurent Martin’Lo’, 2018Zhu Qi in Puerta Roja, Laurent Martin’Lo’, 2018



Alizé
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Weathered bamboo, titan braid thread, leads and ceramic ball
75 x 45 x 100 cm
140 cm rotation diameter
2017



Zéphir
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Weathered bamboo, titan braid thread, leads and ceramic ball
55 x 55 x 100 cm
140 cm rotation diameter
2017



Surf Wave
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Weathered bamboo, titan braid thread, leads and ceramic ball
130 x 80 x 43 cm
120 cm rotation diameter
2017



Zhu Qi in Puerta Roja, Laurent Martin’Lo’, 2018Zhu Qi in Puerta Roja, Laurent Martin’Lo’, 2018



Bon Vent 02
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Bamboo, titan braid thread, leads and steel base
63 x 27 x 10 cm
34 cm rotation diameter
2017



Bon Vent 03
Laurent Martin “Lo”
Nigra bamboo, titan braid thread, lead, steel and copper
30 x 17 x 16 cm
37 cm rotation diameter
2017





A B O U T  P U E R T A  R O J A

Founded in 2010 by Adriana Alvarez-Nichol, Puerta Roja pioneers the
promotion of established and emerging contemporary Latin American and
Spanish artists in Asia-Pacific.

Puerta Roja focuses on exhibitions that expand the understanding of Latin
American artists’ contribution to the development of global art movements,
selecting artists whose discourse remains relevant to Asia Pacific. Its
programming has introduced master’s works from Mexican modernism to
South American geometric abstraction such as Siqueiros, Carrington, Asís,
Tomasello and Cruz-Diez. The gallery supports the internationalisation of
emerging artists and has presented ground-breaking new media installations
by Miguel Chevalier as well as works by conceptual artists such as Carlos
Aguirre, Carlos Amorales and TRES Collective. Exhibitions are regularly
accompanied by a talk and community engagement programme.

Puerta Roja is firmly rooted in HK and prides itself in developing bridges that
further the regional ecosystem and the local art scene. Its regional focus
helps develop deep relationships with established collectors across Asia
Pacific and nurture the next generation of collectors. Puerta Roja has
significantly furthered its collector base by bringing top international
standards to regional art fairs in Indonesia, Taiwan, Korea and Australia. It also
collaborates with international collectors, galleries, and dealers representing
Latin American artists and contributes to their efforts in Asia Pacific, for
instance, when they participate in Art Basel HK. Puerta Roja also
intermediates in the secondary market, primarily between Asian and Latin
American collections.

Alvarez-Nichol is a founder and current Co-president of the Hong Kong Art
Gallery Association and represents HK at the Asia Pacific Art Gallery Alliance.
Puerta Roja proudly supports Para Site Annual Auction, Neptune, the WMA
Awards, the Sovereign Art Foundation and regularly contributes to other
social and environmental charities.



For more information: 

Puerta Roja| 1F SOHO 189 Art Lane, 189 Queen’s Road, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong| 
www.puerta-roja.com | info@puerta-roja.com | +852 2803 0332
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